
Sri Thondaradippodi Azhwar (! eta]fdrFpfepaF ~zfvarf! eta]fdrFpfepaF ~zfvarf! eta]fdrFpfepaF ~zfvarf! eta]fdrFpfepaF ~zfvarf):  

 

He was born in tiRm]fdgfKF (Thirumandangudi), as the amsa 

(incarnation) of the Lord's Ornament Vaijayanthi on the auspicious EkdfAd 
(Khettai Nakshtram) day in the month of marfkzi (Marghazhi). He was 

called Vipra Narayana. His story is most human and depicts how he is 

transformed into a great bhakta of Lord Sri Ranganatha by the intercession 

of the Lord freeing him from the grips of human frailties. He renamed 

himself as “eta]fdrFpfepaF,” which means, “dust at the feet of the 

devotees of the Lord.” All his life, he served Lord Sri Ranganatha making 

flower garlands and maintaining a nandavanam (flower garden) on the 

banks of Cauveri.  Both his works are on Lord Sri Ranganatha. One is 

tiRpfpqfqieyZcfci (Thiruppalli Yezhucchi) which is to wake the Lord like 

in Suprabhatam and the other is a beautiful sweet garland of 45 verses called 

tiRmaAl (Thirumaalai) all on Sri Ranganatha. To read, listen or to recite 

these verses will move one to tears and enrich the love of the Lord. The 

often quoted and famous verse which most may be familiar with is 

  
pcfAc mamAlEpalf Em[i  pvqvayf kmlcfecgfk]f 
`cfCta `mrErEb ~yrftmf ekaZnfEt ']f}mf 
;cfCAvtf tvir ya[fEpayf ;nftirElakmf ~Qmf 
`cfCAvpfepbi}mf Ev]fEd[f `rgfkmankRqfqaE[  2. Thirumaalai 

O Lord of holy Srirangam. I prefer the delight of uttering your holy name, 

calling you -- “O Achuta, with the form resembling the great green 

mountain, with lotus eyes and coral like lips; Lord of the eternal attendants 

and the gem of the cowherds.” to any pleasures of the world of Indra even if 

it were conferred upon me. 

 


